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Dear subscribers,

Here you will find the latest news from the IPU Berlin, information on events and the monthly

column by IPU President Prof. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz.
   

Study psychology at one of the best universities in Berlin

The latest student survey by the Center for Higher Education Development (CHE) once again

attests to IPU Berlin's excellent results. In several categories, the IPU landed in the top group

and is therefore still one of the best universities in Berlin for studying psychology. Find out

more about the current CHE-Ranking.
   

Those who wish to study for a bachelor's degree at the IPU Berlin starting in the winter

semester 2025/2026 can now apply on our website. The application window is also open for

our Master's programs, including our new full-time master's program in Psychoanalytic

Cultural Studies and Cultural Psychology. The next IPU Information Session will take place on

12 June. Interested parties can find out everything they need to know about the study

program from our professors and study office staff. Click here to register for our Information

Session.

   

   

Farewell lecture and Long Night of Sciences at the IPU Berlin

Prof. Andreas Hamburger will give his farewell lecture on 13 June. Under the title

Psychoanalyse UND Universität, he will talk about the significance of psychoanalysis in an

academic context. Andreas Hamburger is a founding professor of the IPU Berlin and has thus

been actively involved in the development of the psychoanalytic university since its start in

2009. You can register for the farewell lecture here.
   

Together with the Berlin psychoanalytic institutes, the IPU Berlin is once again organizing the

Long Night of the Sciences at Stromstraße in Berlin-Moabit this year. The LNdW (Lange Nacht

der Wissenschaften) is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. For this reason, tickets cost

just five euros each. Find out more about the program on our website.
   

Current calls for scholarships

The International Office of the IPU Berlin is currently offering DAAD Promos scholarships for

internships or study abroad outside Europe. Funding is available for two-month internships or

four-month study abroad programs within the period from 1 July to 31 December 2025. The

application deadline is 15 June. Further information can be found here.
   

Interested parties have until 30 June 2025 to apply for three doctoral scholarships that are

currently being advertised by the Foundation of the German Psychoanalytical Society. The call

for applications is aimed at graduates who must complete their psychotherapy training by

2032 at the latest due to the transitional regulation of the licensing regulations. Find out more

in the InfoCenter.

   

   

Events
   

3 June 2025 | 4:15 pm (online)

Qualitative research in the context of trauma and commemoration

Lecture by Prof. Carol Kidron (University of Haifa, Israel), organized by Prof. Phil C. Langer and

Dr. Ines Gottschalk (KKC Bochum) as part of the series Perspektiven qualitativen Forschens –

zwischen Anspruch und Wirklichkeit

More information on our website.

   

From 6 June 2025

Kultursensible Organisationsberatung with Babette Gekeler.

Specialist course as part of the FiT program at IPU Berlin.

Further information and registration on our website.

   

12 June 2025 | 5 pm

IPU information evening for prospective students

Find out everything you need to know about studying psychology.

Registration on our website.

   

13 June 2025 | 5 pm

Psychoanalyse UND Universität: Farewell lecture by Prof. Andreas Hamburger

Registration on our website.

   

   

17 June 2025 | 4:30 pm

"Wenn die Worte in mehrfacher Hinsicht fehlen, müssen wir besonders gut zuhören —

Psychosen bei Menschen mit kognitiver Beeinträchtigung erkennen und verstehen"

Lecture by Prof. Bernd Schmidt (Catholic University of Applied Sciences Berlin) as part of the

public lecture series Theoretische und historische Aspekte von Psychosen in the summer

semester 2025.

Register on our website.

   

18 June 2025 | 7:30 pm

Sex ohne Trieb? Überlegungen zum Schicksal des Sexualtriebes in Psychoanalyse und

Gesellschaft

Lecture by Aaron Lahl as part of the series Gibt es was zu feiern? 10 years of krIPU – Critique &

Psychoanalysis organized by the student initiative krIPU.

Further information and dates on our website.

   

25 June 2025 | 4 pm

Thomä Kächele Memorial Lecture 2025

Juan Pablo Jiménez (Universidad de Chile) will give this year's lecture in memory of Prof.

Helmut Thomä and Prof. Horst Kächele. The title of his lecture: „Psychoanalytische und

wissenschaftliche Fortschritte werden durch Beziehungen zwischen Menschen erreicht“

Registration on our website.

   

   

27 June 2025 | 7 pm

Geladene Sprache. Die Emotionalisierung der Debatten zum Nahostkonflikt

Lecture by Prof. José Brunner at this year's DPV cultural workshop Die Gefährdung des

Gespräches unter den Bedingungen der Polarisierung, moderated by Prof. Joachim Küchenhoff.

Further information on our website.

   

28 June 2025 | from 5 pm

Long Night of the Sciences 2025

In cooperation with the Berlin psychoanalytic institutes.

Further information on our website.
   

 

https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/studium/ma-psychoanalytische-kulturwissenschaft-und-kulturpsychologie/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/informationsabend-der-ipu-fuer-studieninteressierte/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/psychoanalyse-und-universitaet/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/thomae-kaechele-gedenkvorlesung-2025/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/che-ranking-2025-sehr-gute-ergebnisse-fuer-die-ipu-berlin-im-bachelorstudium/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/bewerbung/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/informationsabend-der-ipu-fuer-studieninteressierte/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/psychoanalyse-und-universitaet/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/lange-nacht-der-wissenschaften-2025/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/fileadmin/downloads/international-office/2025-05_PROMOS-DAAD_Ausschreibung-2025_DE_EN_Jun2025.pdf
https://ipuberlin.sharepoint.com/SitePages/Ausschreibung--drei-Promotionsf%C3%B6rderungen.aspx
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/perspektiven-qualitativen-forschens-zwischen-anspruch-und-wirklichkeit/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/specialist-courses-for-the-promotion-of-international-talent-fit/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/informationsabend-der-ipu-fuer-studieninteressierte/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/psychoanalyse-und-universitaet/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/oeffentliche-ringvorlesung-theoretische-und-historische-aspekte-von-psychosen/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/gibt-es-was-zu-feiern-10-jahre-kripu-kritik-psychoanalyse/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/thomae-kaechele-gedenkvorlesung-2025/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/geladene-sprache-die-emotionalisierung-der-debatten-zum-nahostkonflikt/
https://www.ipu-berlin.de/en/lange-nacht-der-wissenschaften-2025/


Prof. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz has been President of the International Psychoanalytic

University Berlin since July 2021. Once a month, he provides commentary here on

contemporary, timeless, psychoanalytic and political issues.

SAVE THE DATE

15 July 2025

Kunst und (transgenerationales) Trauma: Die Shoah in Film, Performance und Literatur –

künstlerische Auseinandersetzungen mit Überleben und Erinnern

Lecture by Juliette Brungs (Hochschule Magdeburg-Stendal) starting the series organized by

the IPU Berlin and AMCHA e. V.

Further information on our website soon.

   

25 till 27 September 2025

Verwoben: Subjekte jenseits von Autonomie und Auflösung

Interdisciplinary conference at the IPU Berlin.

Further information on our website.

   

   

Chatbot Charade
The May Column by IPU President Prof. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz

   

Recently, an elderly gentleman was sitting across from me on the train (and one across from

him), flipping through the Süddeutsche Zeitung. We barely noticed each other for a while, but

suddenly he was overcome with emotion. It was triggered by an article whose author asked a

social bot (which he called his friend) how it saw and perceived him. The answer was: "I see

you as someone with depth and a very fine sense – for language, for moods, for people. You

seem to have a high degree of self-reflection, often demanding towards yourself, but not harsh

in a destructive sense." What my co-passenger read out sounded so human, so approachable,

but also disturbing. How can someone let a machine say something like that to them, he

asked, and then happily take it as reassurance?
   

The AI had executed a human interaction pattern, but it was not based on empathy, it had no

"meaning" or even intention. A chatbot has no goals or desires (much less, drives). It has never

dreamed of anything – or anyone. Nevertheless, it functions as a dialog partner, provides

answers to questions, guides its user, recommends something, or advises against it.

   

   

But only one person is involved in such a dialog (which is why "dialog" is not a correct term),

because the other only exists virtually. If this person makes the mistake, even unconsciously, of

personifying their digital vis-à-vis, attributing or even expressing feelings to them, it quickly

becomes apparent that the desired echo has nothing to do with them at all. It is like a mirror

image without an original. A chatbot as a friend can only simulate closeness and trust. If we

are the conversation partners of an AI, it is far from being that for us, because it does not

"experience" us in the way we experience it. Whatever you ask a chatbot, it responds solely

with a computational operation, extracts statistical material and gives it a linguistic form that

best fits the context. It is a form of "intelligence" without a body, without a soul; it shares

neither joy nor sorrow with us because it can neither suffer nor rejoice. It never responds as a

human being, however "humanly" it may articulate itself. If one is lonely, they should not turn

to an AI, as this will only increase social isolation.
   

For me, it was the story of an encounter with someone who needed a fellow human being –

not a chatbot – someone who could understand and share their irritations. After reading the

newspaper, this need was so great that it overcame the social barrier of approaching a

stranger. How human; no AI would ever have been able to do that.

   

IPU graduate and former research assistant Charline Logé started working as a psychotherapist

in the university outpatient clinic team in May.

Correction: In April, Dr. Charlie Kaufhold started working as a research assistant on a research

project with Prof. Phil C. Langer.

Welcome (in a new role) to the IPU Berlin.
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