
Campus News
03/2025

     

   

Dear subscribers,

here you will find current information from the IPU Berlin, information on upcoming Events

and the monthly Column by IPU President Prof. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz.
   

IPU now has the right to award doctorates

After the Science Council recommended it to the Berlin Senate Administration back in

February, confirmation was not long in coming: the IPU was recently awarded the right to

award doctorates. This offers young researchers new prospects. At the same time, the IPU

Berlin is consolidating its position in the academic landscape as a place for contemporary

research with the opening and multifaceted view of psychoanalysis. Read more about the

awarding of the right to award doctorates on our website.

   

   

New Master program at the IPU soon and a professorship at University of Kassel

Psychoanalytische Kulturwissenschaft und Kulturpsychologie is the name of the new full-time

Master's study program that will start at the IPU Berlin in October 2025. The program is

designed in collaboration with the KKC Bochum. Learn more about it on our website soon. At

the University of Kassel a  professorship for psychoanalysis is currently being advertised.

Applications will be accepted until 8 April 8 2025. Further information can be found here.
   

Specialist courses and Topic Ambassadors

As part of the DAAD project "FiT - Förderung internationaler Talente", the IPU Berlin is now

offering extracurricular specialist courses with certification. The courses include "Scientific

Work and Presentation", "Scientific Writing", "Culturally Sensitive Psychotherapy and

Counselling" and "Culturally Sensitive Organizational Consulting". Find out more on our

website.
   

Are you a graduate of the IPU Berlin? Become a Topic Ambassador and stay connected to the

psychoanalytic community. As an IPU Ambassador, you are a member of a small group that

shares their professional knowledge and experience in special knowledge transfer formats

(workshops, podcasts, reels, etc.). The IPU supports you with workshops and advice from our

scientists. Find out more on our alumni platform IPU Connect. You can find an application form

to become a Topic Ambassador here.
   

Our Spotlight

In our Spotlight you can read about an award for our research assistant Simon Kempe and also

a book review in an international journal by the IPU student Philip Jammermann. Read more

on our website.
   

All members of the academic staff at IPU Berlin can use the internal research area of the

InfoCenter to inform the university public about academic activities or news from the

scientific operation. Please use this form for announcements.

   

Create reach for your posts on social media

Whenever you are active on social networks such as Instagram or LinkedIn, mention the IPU

Berlin accounts, on LinkedIn for example by adding @International Psychoanalytic University

Berlin. This will increase the visibility of your posts. You can access our accounts via the linked

icons at the bottom of the newsletter.

   

Events
   

From April to May 2025 at the IPU Berlin

Specialist Courses as part of the FiT program

Dates and registration on our website.

   

9 April | 6 pm | Lecture hall 1

Power and the public. Media criticism in the spirit of Erich Fromm

EFSC event to mark the 125th birthday of Erich Fromm

Registration on our website.

   

Until 15 April 2025

Call for Contributions in the context of the interdisciplinary conference Verwoben: Subjekte

jenseits von Autonomie und Auflösung (25 till 27 September 2025 at the IPU Berlin).

Further information on our website.

   

24 April 24 2025 | 4:15 pm | Lecture hall 1 and online

It is professional to have feelings – but anything but easy to conduct productive research

with emotions and affects

Lecture by Prof. Phil C. Langer to kick off the series in the summer semester Perspectives on

qualitative research – between claim and reality, organized by: Ines Gottschalk and Phil C.

Langer.

Further information on our website.

   

25 till 27 April 2025 in Berlin

EGATIN Study Days: »Working with polarization«

Conference organised by the European Group Analytic Training Institution Network and the

Berliner Institut für Gruppenanalyse.

More Information can be found here.

   

16 May 2025 | 10 am till 1:30 pm | Hörsaal 2

Career Day – Psychology beyond Approbation

The international Career Service invites all IPU students and alumni to participate in the Career

Day at IPU Berlin. This time, the focus is on psychological professions outside of psychotherapy

licensure.

Register via this form.

   

21 May 2025 | 8:15 pm

Anti-Zionism and the post-sexual Revolution

Evening lecture with Prof. Bruno Chaouat organized by the Verein der Freunde und Förderer

der IPU Berlin e. V.

Register on our website.

   

   

Are you planning or organizing an event at the IPU Berlin in 2025?

Use this form in the InfoCenter, ideally up to four weeks before the event date. This will

ensure that your event is included in the calendar of events and can be promoted in good

time.

   

Freedom
The March column by IPU President Prof. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz

   

The 2025 Annual Conference of the European Psychoanalytical Federation (EPF) will take place

from April 4 to 6. It will be hosted in Dresden, and the topic is “Freedom”. In terms of

contemporary history, there is hardly a better place for this. Is freedom an ideal or an illusion?

These were two key themes of past conferences, as if they had already been applied in the

preparation of the current one.
   

We humans are characterized by our possession of free will, even if it is determined and

defined by many conditions and often enough requires insight. If, however, free will is taken

from us without this insight or broken, suffering arises that triggers a defensive response. In

the worst case, we become ill and lose our mental balance… I don't need to be an expert to

imagine how a repressive environment, imposed dependencies, or insincere relationship

patterns affect the psyche. Similar social structures can do the same. I can tell you about this

from my own experience, because I spent exactly half of my life in the “East Germany” (GDR)

and the other (second) half in “western” freedom. Starting when I was a child, and more
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Prof. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz has been President of the International Psychoanalytic

University Berlin since July 2021. Once a month, he provides commentary here on

contemporary, timeless, psychoanalytic and political issues.

strongly as a teenager, I fought for freedom and rebelled against political indoctrination at

school. I still remember the rage with which I hurled the Rosa Luxemburg quote at my

teachers: “Freedom is always the freedom of dissenters.” The term used for dissenters in the

original German quote – “Andersdenkenden”– literally means “those who think differently.”

Even though I later had to learn that compromises are necessary if you want to retain self-

determination, freedom – which lies between ideal and illusion – has become a lifelong topic

for me. .

   

This made it all the more important growing up to realize that freedom cannot be separated

from the concept of responsibility. With good reason, responsibility begins with “response” – a

response to the question of whether what one has done or failed to do is in line with the

interests of the community to which they belong. According to Erich Fromm, it is those who

“think differently” that make it possible for us to relate to each other and are fundamental for

any formation of psychological structures, because through them we experience and develop

ourselves.
   

But responsibility, like freedom, also requires the existence of alternatives – without room for

decision-making, it disappears. Once a journalist confused “freedom” with “free time” (in

German: “Freiheit” vs “Freizeit”) and asked me whether – after taking political office – I still

had any left. My answer was that I am one of those lucky people who only have free time. I

have time and I am free to decide how I use it. It helps if I can identify with the tasks I perform,

preferably ones I have set myself. This brings us to the much-discussed connection between

freedom and necessity, and we would have to reference Georg Friedrich Hegel, or, for that

matter, Friedrich Engels. But that would exceed the scope of this column.

   

Katja Roth-Kroeckel joined the Management and Organization team in March. She is

responsible for Advanced Studies and Training. Josefin Moros has also recently become our

new colleague in the International Office.

Verena Pohl has been a research assistant to Prof. Benigna Gerisch since mid-March. Alina

Podschun has also been working as a WiMi on a project with Prof. Chrisitne Stelzel since this

month. Welcome to the IPU Berlin.
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